AT a recent meeting of the Ulster Medical Society in which I took part entitled "Paediatric Emergencies" it was interesting to see how doctors from different branches of the medical services for children interpreted the word-'emergency'. From a family doctor's night call for otitis media to the lifethreatening stridor of acute epiglottitis in an intensive care unit. Now here is a book which deals specifically with such emergencies which can be recommended for junior paediatric doctors, accident and emergency department staff, general practitioners and senior medical students. The emphasis is upon diagnosis and management of paediatric emergencies, and the approach is essentially practical. Several chapters had been published previously as individual articles in Hospital Update, but these have been extensively revised and a number of new chapters added. Topics dealt with include-neonatal resuscitation, cardiorespiratory arrest, stridor, diarrhoea and vomiting, acute abdominal pain, diabetic ketoacidosis and hypoglycaemia, the febrile child, convulsions, coma and shock. Accidents and poisonings, sudden infant death syndrome and child abuse are also included.
The book is detailed in giving instructions regarding emergency room and bedside management and includes an excellent chapter on practical procedures. It is well illustrated with tables, clinical photographs, management flow diagrams, x-rays and schematic drawings. There are several appendices, one of which sets out recommended doses of useful drugs in children of various ages.
Some lack of balance may be occasioned by the author's personal experience (currently at Mary's, but previously a senior resident at the Boston Children's). It is perhaps curious that Kawaskai's disease (not a motor-cycling lesion) receives two full pages while the management of hepatic encephalopathy, an emergency if ever there was one, receives no mention. One minor irritation is the consistently inconsistent way of referring to measured concentrations which are cited (g/kg/day or g kg-i (24 hours).-I One wonders too about the value of quoting telephone numbers of a regional poison's bureau when the one for N. Ireland is at least 25 years out of date! In other respects this is a thoroughly up to date book written by someone st'ill very much concerned with emergency care. It will be a useful addition to the paediatric literature. THIS short book gives a brief introduction of the properties and use of some drugs. It will be of little value to medical and paramedical staff but may be of interest to the public. Most subjects are dealt with in a rather superficial manner and no references are included. RGS
